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HOUSE BI LL 1423

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Curtis, Linville, dibborn and Chase

Read first time 01/24/2005. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnment, Agriculture & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to controlling invasive knotweed; adding a new
section to chapter 17.26 RCW <creating a new section; making
appropri ations; providing an effective date; and declaring an
ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 17.26 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that the presence of invasive knotweed on
public and private land threatens wldlife habitat, agricultural

production, and environnental quality statew de. The | egislature
further finds that invasive knotweed found on private |lands is a source
of renewed infestation on public |ands. The legislature therefore

finds that it is in the public interest to protect public resources by
maki ng concerted efforts to control or contain invasive knotweed on
both public and private | ands statew de.

(2) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this
specific purpose, the state departnent of agriculture, in consultation
with the state noxi ous weed control board, shall establish a program
for the control or containnent of invasive knotweed statew de.
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(a) The departnent of agriculture nay enter into agreenents for
this purpose with eligible entities including but not |imted to:
State agencies, |ocal governnents, special purpose districts, Indian
tribes, and nonprofit corporations.

(b) The departnment of agriculture may adopt rules to inplenent this
program

(c) This program is intended to build upon the 2004 knotweed
control pilot project conducted in southwest WAshi ngton.

(3) For purposes of this section, "invasive knotweed" neans the
follow ng plants: Pol ygonum cuspi datum (Japanese knotweed), Pol ygonum
pol ystachyum (H mal ayan knotweed), Polygonum sachalinense (giant
knot weed), Pol ygonum x bohem cum (Bohem an knotweed), and hybrids and
crosses of these species.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The sumof two mllion dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2006, from the general fund to the departnent of
agriculture for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sum of two mllion dollars, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007
fromthe general fund to the departnent of agriculture for the purposes
of this act.

(3) The departnment of agriculture may use no nore than five percent
of the appropriated funds for its ow costs related to the
adm nistration of this program

(4) It is the intent of the legislature that this appropriation
represents an ongoing commtnent to a programto control and contain
i nvasi ve knotweed and that appropriations for it will continue in the
future.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Wthin the dollars avai lable for
adm nistration as specified in section 2(3)of this act, by Decenber 1,
2006, the departnent of agriculture shall prepare and submt a report
to the | egislature docunenting progress made and future recommendati ons
for containing and controlling invasive knotweed under this program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
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1 preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
2 state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
3 July 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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